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Nations confifting in the Bacreaſe of 
People - And na ve dwelt pretty much 
upon the real Advantages of entertaining 
Numbers of Foreigners among us, be they 
Pdatines or others I find your. Mouths 
full of- ObjeQions, and 1 could ſpend a 


I Haye been talking of the Happineſs of 


great Deal of Time in confuting thoſe Ob- 


jectlons; but I am ſorry to ſay it, the Diffi- 
culty is in your Tempers, not in your Rea- 
ſons There is a Kind of native National 
Averſion rooted among us, tho* we were 
all Strangers our ſelves, tho' a Syrian ready 
to periſh was our Father, tho' we came 
hither as Refugees, OR WORSE, and 
were nouriſh'd and fed, and this Country 
has been a nurſing Mother to us; yet we 


bave a Principle of Averſion to other 
Strangers ſettling anſoog us, be it that 
their Numbers would more cumpleatly cul- 
tivate and improve our Land, encreaſe our 
Produce, encteaſe our Labour, and by 
Conſequence our Wealth, yet we will not, 
becauſe we Will not We wil not have 
Strangers ſettle among us, becauſe we will 
not. | 

Some tell vs, it will lower the Price of 
Wages, and under-r2te the Labour of the 
Poor — And very learnedly they argue, that 
this wil) of Courſe lower the Price of Provi- 
fions, and that will lower the Reat of 
Lands Rent of Lands falling, ſink the 
Value of our general Fund, lower the Tax - 


es, and by Conſequence our Strength in 
War, 
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War, which, it is apparent, now depends 
upon our Wealth of Money, not the 
Number or Valour of our Men—And all 
' theſe Conſequences I readily own: 

But on the contrary, I ſhall at any time 
make it appear, that this Encreaſe of Peo- 
ple ſhall raiſe the Wages, becauſe it ſhall 
encreaſe the Labour of the Poor I do 
confeſs, I am not of the Opinion of ſome, 
who, to encreaſe the Export of our Manu- 
factures, would reduce their Value, and 
conſequently the Labour of the Manufactu- 
rer, from the general receiv'd Maxim, that 
Cheapneſs cauſes Conſumption And 
I doubt not in the Proceſs'of-this Debate to 
prove, that keeping up the Goodneſs, that 
is the true Merit of our Manufacture, is the 
true Way to encreaſe its Conſumption—— 
And I muft lay down a Maxim or two in 
our ManufaQure in general, that perhaps 
every one will not grant, but which I have 
a full Satisfaction of the Truth of.. Vi. 
That is is already ſold cheaper, than any Na- 
tion in the World can mate it. 

If it be ſaid, that the Dutch and the 
French underſell us in Spain, Itah, Turky, 
Oe. 1 anſwer, it s 4 vulgar Error, all Price 
of Goods is dear or cheap in Proportion to 
Goodneſss And all Labour or Wages 
for Labour is dear or cheap in Proportion 
to the Rate of Proviſions 

The Dutch and French ſell a ManufaQure 
cheaper than we, and a Manufacture that 
mimicks or imitates outs — But neither 
the Dutch or French can make any Part of 
the Woollen ManufaQure equal in Good- 
neſs to ours, lower in Price than we 
But this is by the way; I ſhall be more at 
large in this Article hereafter. - 

Mean time I infift upon this That 
Numbers of People among us wiff neither 
take any Labour from our Poor, nor fink 
the price of the Labour of our Poor 
But rather the contrary. 

To make this clear—Pray, look into any 
of your Neighbouring Countries, nay, look 
into ſome Parts of our own, and tell me, 
if tuis is not a general Maxim all over the 
World, that where there are the feweft 
People, there the Labour of the Poor is 
cheapeſt, and the Wages loweſ 


J except our Europian Colonies in Americas | 
only 72 evident Reaſons which make the Dif. 


ference, particularly the Dependance on Eu- 


rope, by whoſe Commerce the Produce of their 
Country is taken off, But elſe look round 
you, and you will find, that Want of Num- 
bers of People has always made a Want of 
Work for the People, and conſequently 
Want of Price — For as Numbers of Pev- 
ple decreaſe, Trade and Employment will 
more encreaſe. a 

By the ſame Rule, as your Numbers en- 
creaſe, Trade and Employment muſt en- 
creaſe And every Number that you 
add - adds ſtil ſome Labour to be done, 
more than that Number can do- Upon this 
depends the whole Argument, and I think, 
it is eaſie to make it out If a Million of 
People were to plant here—They would 
make more Labour than they could per- 
form; this Overplus of Labour then mutt 
fall upon thoſe that were here before 
And this is the Reaſon, that in this very 
Nation as out People encreas d, our Wages, 
Provitions and Land have riſen in Value 
Lock back to the Days of Edward III in 
Exg land, you will find us then a flouriſhing, 
victorious Nation— et a fat Sheep was 
ſold at 3s. 4 d. a fat Ox at 20 to 30. a 
Lamb for 64. and the like. Afd how was 
Labour? The Wages of the Poor were to 
ſome 14. a Day; to many, leſs 3 to ſome 
few 2d. to Artificers 3 d. or 4 d. per diem, 
which was great Pay. 

How has this encreas'd, but juft as your 
People have encteas'd ? With them has 
come Trade, Trade brought Wealth, Peo- 
ple improv'd Land, add encreas'd Manu- 
factures; this brought home Money, Mo- 
ney better'd their Way of Living, en- 
creas'd Work, Work encreas'd Wages, 


Wages rais'd Proviſions, Proviſions en- 
creas'd the Rent of Land And thus you 
grew rich, juſt as you grew populous — 


And thus yon may go on to be more popu- 
lous and more rich, if you pleaſe. 

I grant again, there are Ways to plant 
People ſo among us, as to make them for 
the preſent burthenſome to us, and de- 
ſtrudive to our Manufactures — — 
For Example, ſhould you take theſe ten 

Thouſand 
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-" Thouſand Palettes, be they more or leſs, 

znd-place them at Colcheſter, or at Exeter, 
or to come nearer in Spittlefelds, and there 
force them to get their Bread by Spinning, 
Wiading, Cc. the common Works of the 
Manufacturers The poor People would 
ſtarve themſelves, and the Poor they came 
among immediately, becauſe wanting 
Bread, they would-be oblig'd to work for 
little or nothing But as there are in 
all Caſes,” Ways to turn our Bleſſings into 
Curſes, ſo this does not at all argue, hut 
that they maꝝ at the ſame time be ſo or- 
der'd, as to be e an Advantage to us; 
and that is what I argue for in placing them 
upon our unimprov'd Lands. 

There; every ten Thouſand, that ſhall be 
planted in Ewgland,. will add to our Pro- 
duce; and encreaſe the Labour of the 
whole Body, and confequently enrich us. 

But now 1 am talking of our Poor, and 
indeed we are fil'd with the Clamours of 
our People about our Poor With the leaſt 
Reaſon, and the leaſt Project of Rectifica- 
tion, that ever was ſeen in any like Caſe in 
the World 1 wight ſay—It is our 
rich Poor, not our needy Poor, that axe the 


clamorous and unealie People of this Na- 


tion And theſe want ſundry Regulations, 
which 1 cannot ſpeak to now— 

However, being thus entred upon the Sub- 
jett of our Encreaſe of People, and impro- 
ving-our Lands, I ſhall lay down a few 
Heads, in which, I ſuppofe, the general 
Management of our People in Britain. is 
defeQive; and which, if they ſuffer'd a due 
Regulation, would open your Eyes to the 
ſeveral Advantages of Commerce, and to 


the true Methods of planting and managing 


not the People you baye only, but all thoſe 
that ſhall ſeek Settlements and Refuge 
damon vou. 

1 ſhall only lay you down Generals at 
preſent, and ſpeak to them apart, as Oc- 


caſion preſents. =P 


Firſt, The ſeveral Tmpoſitions. and En- 
croachments we make upon the induſtrious 
Poor ia the ordinary Methods of- Trade, 
whether by Corporation- Tyranny, as I call 

it, which confines Men to labour in ſuch or 


Wages 


ſuch Places only— A Thing which requires 
a long Series of Regulation in Britain; or 
by the Oppreſſions of Uſury, Tally-men, 
Pawn-brol:2rs, Ce. a Sort ot People, who, 
as ſome ſay, and I am apt to believe, 
in this very City only, gain 100000 J. 
yearly, out of the Labour and Induſtry of 
the Poor, by horrid Extortions and Barba- 
riſms, which I am very loth torake into— 
Such as extcavagant Intereſts, Advance- 
Money, Oc. upou Pawns and Pledges 
Includiog a little, or rather not 4 little, 
Exchange-Uſury, or Lombard. ſtreet Extor- 
tion, ſuch as Diſcounts on Bills, advancing... 
Money for Cuftoms, Cc. : 

We have been told of charitable Endea- 
vours to ſettle Funds for the eaſing the 
Poor in ſuch Caſes as theſe, and delivering 
them from the Neceſſity of ſubmitting to 
ſuch Extravagancies If ſuch Endeavours 
are built upon a right Foot, they deſerve, 
and cannot miſs of Encouragement, if we 
have really any Diſpoſition to render Trade 
flourifhing, and make the poorer Sort. of 
our trading labouring People eaſie. 

Secondly, The incredible Swarm of the 
begging Poor in South. Britain, eſpecially 
where there is ſo plentiful Proviſion made 
for truly neceſſitous, and ſuch ſtrict, b 
ill executed, Laws to puniſh the vagabond 
mendicant Poor — And here I cannot but 
put in a Word, in Behalf of our Nortk- 
Britiſh Poor, for whom no Parochiat Provi- 
ſiom is made, and to note, that, after all we 
can ſay of the Poverty of Scotland, were 
the Laws for Maintenance of the Poor the 
ſame ia Scotland, as they are here, or ſome- 
thing like it, there would be fewer Beg. 
gars there than in any Part of England 
But to have People beg in England, where 
for Work is ſo dear, Proviſions ſo 
plentiful, eſtabliſh'd Allowance to the re- 
ally Indigent ſo confiderable, is a Shame to 
our Government, and declares, we have 
the beft Laws, the worſt executed of any 
Nation in the World. 

Thirdly, The Deficiency in ſpreading our 


Minufactures in the moſt proper Places 


of Britain, by which Means the great Cir- 
culation of Trade, which is the Health of 
our Commerce, is obſtructed, and the Peo - 

ple: 


